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The point may be understood differently. In the ordinary
judgment, the subject and predicate point beyond each other.
The subject as a That contains innumerable Whats, and the
predicate is a What that refers beyond the particular That. If the
subject and predicate are to be adequate to each other, then the
*whole of reality must be on the side of the subject as well as on
the side of the predicate.1 But when the subject and the predicate
become the same, the judgment ceases to be a judgment and
becomes the Absolute. The Absolute is unique, because the What
here cannot refer beyond the That; so it is both a That and a
What, that is, both a particular and a universal.
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Thus the identification of law with existence, the universal with
the particular, the material cause with the final forms a distinc-
tive mark of Indian idealism. And this identification follows
naturally from that of the Is with the Ought. The true Is is the.
Ought; the universal that is common to all particulars is the ideal
for realizing which they struggle. And because the ideal reality is
the material cause of the world, the Buddhists call everything in
the world a dharma. It is a form of the Dharmadhatu or the
Dharmakaya of Buddha. There is no other reality.
If now the true Is is identical with the Ought, is there no
difference between Truth and Goodness? Even in European
philosophy it is admitted that the Ought comprises Truth,
Beauty and Goodness, that logic, aesthetics and ethics are all of
them normative sciences. But in Plato, the view that the Idea of
the Good is the highest Idea and the world has to be understood
in its terms, is a bit ambiguous. If it means that the world has to
be understood in terms of the ideal, we may accept it; but if it
means that the world has to be understood in terms of one of the
triad of Truth, Beauty and Goodness, then we cannot do justice
to the other two. But again, if it means that the highest Truth is
something which we ought to become, the meaning is in accor-
dance with Indian thought; and ultimately Truth and Goodness
would be one. In fact, all the three may be finally identical. But
at the empirical level, they differ and therefore retain a difference
in connotation.
* See Bradley: Appearance and Reality, the chapters on Thought and Reality,
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